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India RE Equity Raises 2026: Capital Structuring
for Solar, Wind and Storage

By Sudarshan Karweer - 05 September 2026 - growthifye.com

How Indian RE developers can structure equity raises in 2026 to unlock debt, improve IRR and scale
solar, wind and storage.

India’s renewable pipeline is not constrained only by tariffs, land or interconnection anymore. In 2026, one of
the biggest bottlenecks is equity readiness. Debt is available for bankable projects, but lenders are
increasingly selective on sponsor strength, contingency support, DSCR resilience, curtailment assumptions
and execution capability. That means equity strategy is no longer a late-stage fundraising exercise. It is the
foundation of debt closure, EPC mobilisation and portfolio scale-up.

For Indian renewable-energy developers, C&l platform owners, storage integrators and hybrid project
sponsors, the right equity raise can do three things at once: reduce execution risk, improve lender confidence
and preserve long-term promoter upside. The wrong raise can create valuation overhang, governance
friction, restrictive reserved matters and misalignment on exit timelines.

This article looks at how equity raises for solar, wind and storage are being structured in India in 2026, what
investors are underwriting, how equity interacts with project debt from institutions such as IREDA, PFC and
REC, and what sponsors must prepare before going to market.

Why equity strategy matters more in 2026

India’s RE market in 2026 is larger, deeper and more competitive than even two years ago. Utility-scale solar
tariffs in well-subscribed central and state tenders have remained tight, often clustering around the low-to-mid
Rs 2.2/kWh to Rs 2.8/kWh range depending on location, transmission configuration and tender design. Wind
and wind-solar hybrid bids have shown wider dispersion due to CUF variability, evacuation constraints and
state-specific risk. Standalone storage and RTC-linked structures are growing, but capital intensity and
dispatch complexity are higher.

In this environment, equity is under pressure from both sides:

 Lower tariffs compress project returns unless execution is highly disciplined
e Lenders want stronger sponsor support and tighter downside protection
» Equipment price volatility still affects bid assumptions, especially for BESS and power electronics
» Transmission and commissioning delays can consume contingency quickly
» Offtaker concentration and state utility receivable cycles still affect bankability
As a result, investors are not just backing megawatts. They are backing teams, governance systems, capital

allocation discipline and the credibility of development-to-COD execution.

Sponsors that approach equity as part of an integrated capital plan tend to achieve faster financial close.
That plan usually covers:

» Sponsor equity commitment by stage

» SPV-level debt sizing assumptions

» Holdco overhead and development capital needs
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» Equity bridge and top-up requirements
» Co-investor rights and dilution pathways

» Refinance or exit scenarios after COD

The main equity raise formats in Indian RE today
Equity raises in 2026 are not one-size-fits-all. The right structure depends on whether the business is a
single-asset SPV, a portfolio aggregator, a C&l platform, a storage-led developer or a diversified IPP.

The most common formats are:

1. Platform-level growth equity

This is typical for developers with a visible pipeline, repeatable development capability and a clear market
niche such as C&l open access solar, wind-solar hybrid, behind-the-meter storage or utility-scale
plug-and-play sites.

Investors usually underwrite:
 Existing operational MW and EBITDA quality
* Pipeline conversion probability

e State-wise concentration

» PPA tenor and counterparty profile

Historical budget variance and COD track record
» Management bandwidth and governance maturity

Platform investors usually prefer capital to be used for:

» Development expenditure

n- Land and interconnection deposits

» Equity contribution into project SPVs
 Selective acquisitions of late-stage projects
» Team expansion and systems

Valuation in these deals is driven less by headline MW pipeline and more by how much of that pipeline is
controllable, permitted and financeable. A 1 GW “soft” pipeline with uncertain land and evacuation may
command less confidence than a 300 MW portfolio with signed LOIs, advanced permits and lender-ready
models.

2. SPV-level project equity
This format suits shovel-ready or under-construction projects where the debt package is defined and capital
needs are ring-fenced. It is common in utility-scale solar, wind repowering, hybrid blocks and C&l portfolios.

Investors in SPV equity focus on:

» Project IRR and sensitivity cases

Equity lock-in and distribution waterfall
» Change-in-law treatment

 Curtailment assumptions

Module, turbine or BESS vendor bankability
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» Construction security package
» Debt covenants and reserve requirements

SPV-level equity can be less dilutive at the platform level, but sponsors lose flexibility because rights are
attached directly to the asset. This can complicate future refinancing, portfolio drop-downs or operational
consolidation.

3. Structured minority capital with staged infusion

Where sponsors want to preserve control, minority capital with milestone-based drawdowns is increasingly
used. Investors commit capital upfront but infuse against defined triggers such as land acquisition
completion, PPA execution, debt sanction, NTP to EPC contractor or commissioning.

This structure reduces idle equity and disciplines execution, but documentation is tighter. Investors often
seek:

Anti-dilution protections

 Step-in rights for severe underperformance

Budget approval rights

* Information rights at SPV and holdco level

Exit rights after a defined operating period

4. Strategic corporate co-investment

Large industrial power buyers, OEMSs, infrastructure investors and energy platforms are increasingly
partnering with developers where clean power access is strategic. This is relevant in C&l open access, group
captive structures and storage-backed supply arrangements.

These investors may accept slightly different return profiles if the investment delivers:

e Long-term energy cost visibility
» Decarbonisation targets
» Assured renewable supply in key states

* Priority project pipeline access

How equity interacts with debt sizing and lender appetite

A common sponsor mistake is to run an equity raise separately from debt strategy. In practice, debt providers
look closely at who the equity investor is, when capital comes in and whether the sponsor can support
overruns.

For many utility-scale and C&I projects in 2026, senior debt still covers around 70:30 to 75:25 debt-equity in
stronger cases, though actual leverage depends on PPA quality, technology, resource risk and reserve
structures. Storage-heavy projects or merchant-exposed structures may see lower leverage or stricter
sculpting. Some lenders may insist on larger contingencies, tighter DSCR thresholds or upfront reserve
funding where dispatch uncertainty is material.

This creates a direct link between equity quality and debt terms. Stronger equity backing can improve:
 Debt tenor comfort
» Moratorium flexibility during construction
» DSCR sculpting assumptions
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 Security covenant negotiation

» Waiver tolerance during minor delays
Conversely, weak or uncertain equity can reduce debt sizing, delay sanctions and trigger additional sponsor
undertakings.

For example:

» A plain-vanilla utility solar project with a strong central offtaker, robust irradiation data and Tier-1 EPC
may secure more efficient debt than a similar-tariff project with unresolved land parcels and thin sponsor
support

» A C&l portfolio across Maharashtra, Karnataka and Tamil Nadu may attract healthy leverage if
customer concentration is managed and collection performance is evidenced, but debt appetite softens
where churn risk, wheeling-charge uncertainty or short PPA tenor is high

» A BESS-linked project may need more conservative base-case dispatch revenues and stronger equity
buffers until operating history is established

This is where [Lender-grade financial modelling](/coreservices/greenfinancing/lendergradefinancialmodelling)
becomes essential. Sponsors need models that reconcile investor return cases with lender DSCR logic,
construction drawdown schedules, IDC, reserve accounts, tax assumptions and refinancing optionality.

What investors are scrutinising in 2026
Investors have become far more forensic. A polished teaser is not enough. Data-room quality now materially
affects price, speed and credibility.

Key diligence themes include:

Development certainty
 Land title chain, lease terms and access rights

» Transmission allocation and substation readiness
» Permit matrix with critical-path timeline

» Change-in-scope exposure for hybrid and storage integration

Revenue robustness
e Counterparty quality of DISCOM, SECI, NTPC or C&I offtakers

e Tariff pass-throughs and escalation terms if any
» Curtailment history in the relevant state or node

* PPA termination and payment security provisions

Cost realism
e EPC benchmark versus current market quotes

e Module, turbine, inverter and cell supply strategy
* BESS augmentation assumptions where applicable
 |IDC sensitivity to commissioning slippage

* O&M escalation and spare-part planning

Governance and controls
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Related-party transaction policy

e Capex approval matrix

MIS quality and monthly reporting discipline
* Insurance coverage design
» Environmental and social risk controls
Exit visibility
Investors are realistic that not every platform will list or sell quickly. They prefer clear pathways such as:
» Asset-level monetisation after operational stabilisation
» Secondary sale to infrastructure capital
» Sponsor buyback rights under defined conditions

« Distribution-led returns from operational cash flows

Structuring choices that affect dilution and control
Promoters often focus first on valuation, but governance terms can be equally important. In many deals,
value leakage comes not from headline dilution alone but from poorly negotiated rights.

Points that need careful structuring include:

» Board composition and observer rights

» Reserved matters on capex, debt, acquisitions and business plan changes
» Pre-emption rights on future capital raises

* Liquidation preference design

» Founder vesting or performance ratchets

 Drag/tag rights

 Exit time horizon and dispute resolution

A practical rule for sponsors is to match the investor type with the asset lifecycle.

 Early-stage development capital should tolerate permitting and conversion risk
» Construction-stage equity should understand EPC and commissioning realities
» Operating asset investors should prioritise yield stability and refinancing value

Misalignment here causes friction. A yield-oriented investor may become uncomfortable with a platform still
carrying significant development risk. A venture-style growth investor may push for scale before governance
systems are ready.

State, offtaker and technology nuances investors now price in
Not all MW are equal. In 2026, investors are differentiating sharply across states, technologies and customer
segments.

Utility-scale solar
Investors favour projects with:

 Established resource data and lower curtailment history

 Strong offtakers such as central agencies or payment-secure buyers
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 Clear transmission access under ISTS or reliable state connectivity

Tariffs may be tight, so margin for execution slippage is low. Even a 3-5% capex overrun or a few months of
delay can materially alter equity IRR.

Wind and hybrid

Wind remains attractive where resource quality is strong and evacuation is real, not theoretical. Hybrid
structures can improve offtake value, but investors demand more detailed generation and scheduling
analysis. Forecasting quality, CUF assumptions and balancing costs are critical.

C&l open access
This segment still attracts significant interest because tariffs to industrial consumers can deliver compelling
savings versus grid power. In many markets, landed C&l renewable supply can remain 15-30% below
effective industrial grid tariffs, depending on state charges, load profile and contract structure. But investors
are selective on:

» Consumer credit quality

» Customer diversification

» Contract enforceability

» Open-access policy volatility

» Captive compliance where relevant

Storage and firmed power
Battery-backed projects and firm/dispatchable clean power structures are increasingly strategic, but
underwriting is harder. Investors want realism on:

» Round-trip efficiency degradation

» Augmentation capex timing

* Revenue stack certainty

Availability guarantees
» EMS controls and operating data

In these cases, [Impact quantification & MRV](/coreservices/greenfinancing/impactquantificationandmrv) can
also support investor confidence where projects are tied to decarbonisation outcomes for industrial users or
blended capital pools.

How to prepare for a successful equity raise
Sponsors that close efficiently usually do substantial preparation before formal outreach. A robust process
includes:

* A clear capital story: what capital is needed, where it sits, what milestones it unlocks

e Cohesive use of funds across holdco and SPVs

Integrated debt and equity roadmap

» Base, downside and delay sensitivities

Clean legal structuring and cap table visibility
* Investor-ready data room with technical, commercial and regulatory workstreams aligned
The most effective materials usually include:
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» A concise investment memorandum grounded in actual project status

» SPV-wise capex and debt assumptions

 State-by-state regulatory positioning

e Management discussion of risks and mitigants

» A fully linked financial model with monthly construction and operational detail
Developers should also be realistic about timing. In current markets, credible investors will move fastest
when three conditions are met:

» The project or platform thesis is easy to understand

» Key risks are already surfaced, not hidden

» The sponsor demonstrates financial discipline and execution transparency

For many mid-market developers, external support can materially improve outcomes. This is especially true
where the raise must align with lender engagement, refinancing plans, acquisition strategy or concessional
capital overlays. Growthifye supports sSponsors on [Green financing
frameworks](/coreservices/greenfinancing/greenfinancingframeworks) and Lender-grade financial modelling
so that equity discussions are bankable from day one rather than reworked after lender feedback.

The 2026 takeaway for Indian RE sponsors

In India’s renewable market, equity is no longer just the first money in. It is the signal that shapes debt
access, project pace and strategic flexibility. Developers that treat equity raises as a negotiated capital
structure exercise, rather than a simple valuation event, are better positioned to scale.

The winning formula in 2026 is straightforward: bankable assets, realistic assumptions, disciplined structuring
and investors whose risk appetite matches the project stage. Whether the asset is utility solar, wind-hybrid,
C&Il open access or storage-led, sponsors must show not only growth potential but capital readiness.

If you are planning an equity raise for a renewable platform or project in India, contact Growthifye’s advisory
desk. We help developers, investors and lenders structure fundable transactions with clear capital strategy,
robust models and execution-focused financing support.

Explore Growthifye's related capabilities

This analysis connects directly to our advisory practice: [Green financing
frameworks](/coreservices/greenfinancing/greenfinancingframeworks) . [Sustainability-linked
loans](/coreservices/greenfinancing/sustainabilitylinkedloans) : [Blended & concessional
finance](/coreservices/greenfinancing/blendedandconcessionalfinance) - [lmpact quantification &

MRV](/coreservices/greenfinancing/impactquantificationandmrv).
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This article is for general information only and does not constitute engineering, financial or legal advice. © Growthifye. Sharing with
attribution is welcome.
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